Uses a variety of media (pictures, symbols, signs and/or words to construct and convey meaning

Beginning
Developing
Applying
Transferring

Untidy, incomplete
Minimal effort, no appropriate detail
Functional, basic, some attention to detail
Neat, organized, detailed, appealing presentation

Meaningless, does not relate to the ideas
Ideas are present but not evident
Conveys an idea and has meaning
Enhances the ideas and gives meaning to the work

Always needs assistance to find information from resources available.
Needs some assistance to find information from resources available.
Requires little guidance to find information from resources available. 
Independently uses the resources to find information

Shows little understanding of the concepts through discussion and unable to transfer information to the written text.
Shows some understanding of the concepts through discussion and needs some guidance to transfer information to the written text.
Shows a basic understanding of the concepts.  Needs little guidance to transfer information to written text.
Demonstrates good understanding by discussing and independently recording information in their own words

Writes various types of messages and stories

Beginning
Developing
Applying
Transferring

Writes no text yet, writes strings of letters, writes repetitive sentences  
Writes one or two simple sentences that answer the questions.
Writes several sentences to express ideas. 
Writes many sentences to express and elaborate an idea.  Uses descriptive vocabulary.

No spaces between words
Beginning to  space words
Leaves spaces between words
Leaves spaces between words

Does not make use of sounds and words taught
Uses the sounds and words taught and uses word banks
Spells known words correctly and makes good use of strategies for other words
Writes with few spelling errors

Uses no punctuation
Beginning to use periods and capitals
Rarely forgets to use capitals and periods
Uses punctuation marks and capitals correctly

Uses no grammar rules
Respects some grammar rules
Respects most grammar rules 
Uses good  sentence structure and paragraphing

Hands in first draft and may not be able to read back own work
Hands in first draft and can read own work, may adjust or correct as it is being read
Rereads work to revise,  may share it with others before handing it in
Rereads to edit and revise before submitting work

